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Moderate Strength La Nina

La Nifa - Typical Wintertime Pattern

For western & north
Typical Wintertime Pattem

central Nebraska, we are

close to the cool and close La N I n a
to the dry. Local study |
suggest warm and dry.
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Both temperature and precipitation outlooks forecast equal chances for western
and north central Nebraska. This means equal chance for above, below or near
normal and NOT near normal expected. As we have seen over the past week, an
arctic front will continue to meander across Nebraska with above normal
temperatures to the west, and below normal to the east.




Forecast - January, February, March
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Equal chances for above, below or near normal temperatures, continue for
February and March, as seen in the three month outlook. Better forecast

confidence exists in the three month period precipitation outlook as drier than
normal conditions are forecast.



Persistent La Nina conditions are expected to lead to drier than normal
conditions this Spring across Nebraska. The outlook for temperatures
remains unchanged and is for equal chances of above, below or near normal

temperatures.



Current Drough

U.S. Drought Monitor Peceuosls: 01
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Internsity.
[] DOAbnormally Dry

[ 1 D1 Drought - Moderate
[ D2 Drought - Severe

Drought impact Types:
r~' Delineates dominant impacts

A = Agricultural (crops, pastures,

grasslands)

B D3 Drought - Extreme
B D4 Drought - Exceptional

H = Hydrological (water)

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying tex! summary
for forecast statements.

http:/f{drought.unl.edu/dm

Released Thursday, December 16, 2010
Author: David Miskus, NOAANWSNCEP/CPC




Drought Developing?? ”

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook =’n¢p"‘-=

Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

: Valid December 16, 2010 - March 2011
/ Released December 16, 2010
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Persistencé Developmen

£ Depicts large-scale trends based on subjectively derived probabilities guided
lmprl:-vement by Ehm— argu:l long-range statistical an:T;'na mf:al fnre::a;rs ShmHens'll'l events
Drl:nught |ikE|]|F to im prove, - such asindividual storms -- cannot be accurately forecast more than a few days in advance.
impacts ease Use caution for applications — such as crops — that can be affected by such events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are approximated from the Drought Moritor (D1 to D4 intensity).
[ ] Drought dmelgpment For weekly drought updates, see the latest U5 Drought Monitor. NOTE: the green improvemesmi
. |FkEf1||' arsas imply at l=ast 3 1-category improvement in the Drought Momitor intensity levels,

but do not necessarily imply drought elimination.




Dry pattern looks to continue for several months, due to
moderate to strong La Nifa.

Temperatures much more tricky.

Expanding drought from the southwest to the northeast.

Questions — Matthew.Masek@noaa.gov or Christopher.Buttler@noaa.gov




